Treatment of the patient with acute myocardial infarction: reducing time delays.
There is a critical relationship of time to treatment and myocardial salvage in the patient with acute myocardial infarction (AMI). The challenge lies in developing a process that minimizes delays in assessment and initiation of reperfusion therapy. Three target areas were identified-time to EKG. thrombolytic therapy, and primary PTCA. A multidisciplinary team reviewed the existing standard of care and identified critical areas that were causing delays. An emergency department algorithm was developed to minimize delays, while data analysis tracked our progress. A collaborative multidisciplinary effort can reduce delays in the treatment for the patient with AMI.